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CHESTNUT TREE HOUSE

Who we are

Chestnut Tree House is the only children's hospice in Sussex and cares for children and young adults from 0-19 years of age with progressive life-limiting and life-threatening illnesses from all over the county. 

Completed in 2003, the hospice provides a 'home from home' environment with 10 children's bedrooms plus 8 family rooms, a wet and dry play area, computer and music rooms, a multi sensory room and hydrotherapy pool. The house is set in beautiful gardens within an area of outstanding natural beauty.

There are potentially 400 families with life-limited children in Sussex. Chestnut Tree House offers support for the whole family including psychological support, care in bereavement therapy, end of life and respite care and sibling support. 

It approximately £2 million per year to provide the hospice’s services. Families are not charged for their care and the hospice receives very little government funding so it relies almost entirely on the generosity, help and support of the people of Sussex.

What we do

Caring for a sick child is a round the clock, exhausting job so it is important for the whole family to have a break, to take time out and relax. Chestnut Tree House, located near Arundel, is the only children's hospice in Sussex. We provide care for children and young people who have life-limiting illnesses - such as Muscular Dystrophy, Cystic Fibrosis, Hunters Syndrome, Spinal Muscular Atrophy, multiple disabilities, cancer and progressive genetic disorders - which means that they will probably die before they reach adulthood.

No two days are alike at Chestnut Tree House but we try to create a home from home atmosphere, somewhere where it is possible for the children and families to spend time together, to do things they wouldn't normally be able to do and to create special memories together. 

There are special bedrooms for children who come for overnight respite care, family rooms, a wet and dry play area, computer and music rooms, a multi sensory room and hydrotherapy pool. The house is set in beautiful gardens within an area of outstanding natural beauty.

The care we provide at Chestnut Tree House is 'holistic' meaning that we care for the whole family by providing practical support, enriching experiences and the ability to live life to the full in a very special place.

What we do and care services:

· Specialist advice about treatment, medication and medical conditions 

· Support for families, children, and young people following diagnosis are provided short breaks within the hospice or family home. 

· Nursing care, practical and emotional support in the family's home 

· Teaching, supervision and support for parents, colleagues and other professionals 

· 24 hour support for children requiring care in the terminal stages of their illnesses 

· Bereavement support for families and carers 

Contact:

Chestnut Tree House

Dover Lane

Near Arundel

West Sussex

BN18 9PX

Telephone 01903 871820

Email fundraising@chestnut-tree-house.org.uk
Website www.chestnut-tree-house.org.uk
Registered charity no 256789
CHESTNUT’S CHALLENGE

For every life-limited local child that Chestnut Tree House is caring for, there is another child somewhere in Sussex that we are not caring for. Please help us meet the challenge of reaching every one of them.

Without our support, families with life-limited children face overwhelming hardship and we simply cannot let that happen. That's why we have launched Chestnut's Challenge. This major project involves everyone in Sussex - and works in three crucial ways.

Chestnut's Challenge:
· For our Care Team - to find and care for every life-limited child in Sussex who needs our support. We've given ourselves three years to meet that challenge. 

· For local life-limited children and their families, to make the most of every precious day they have together.

· For you, is to help us raise the money we need to pay for that care.


Chestnut Tree House is the only children's hospice in Sussex. We provide practical and emotional support, expert advice and dedicated care for local families with children affected by cancer, muscular dystrophy and other life-limiting illnesses. 

Every year, we help hundreds of families to cope with awful sadness and suffering, giving them the support they need to face this most difficult of experiences with courage and confidence.

Looking after a sick child is an exhausting, 24-hour job. Often the whole family needs our care and support - mums, dads, brothers and sisters. Our Community Team is the first point of contact for families, providing a vital link with the hospice. 

When a family comes to stay at the hospice, they have the rare opportunity to enjoy precious moments together, safe in the knowledge that they are receiving the very best care available.

All of our care is provided absolutely free of charge. The hospice - and all its services - costs approximately £2 million per year to run. Yet we receive very little government funding. That means we rely on the generosity of the people of Sussex.
TAKE THE CHALLENGE, PASS IT ON

'Take the challenge, Pass it on' is Chestnut Tree House's online challenge. It's free and will only take a minute or two of your time. Best of all - it will help every life-limited child in Sussex!

We would like you to actively help create awareness for Chestnut's Challenge by passing on the series of films we'll create starting in 2010.  It’s very simple – just visit www.challengesussex.org.uk.  This will take you to the 'Take the Challenge, Pass it on' webpage. Here, you can watch the first film in a series featuring our Chestnut’s Challenger characters, together with lots of other entertaining items to watch.  

You can also ‘Take the Challenge and Pass It On’ by visiting our Facebook Group, Challenge Sussex, follow us on Twitter at Challenge Sussex
